
The Merger
Year Level: Secondary and Tertiary

Curriculum Study
Areas:

English, Media, HASS

Themes/Topics: Refugee and immigrant experiences; Australian
studies; sense of belonging; environmentalism;
character; rural communities; multicultural
perspectives; grief and loss; stereotypes; storytelling
and metanarrative.

Description: The feature film The Merger is adapted from the
one-man play script of the same name. The film is a
story of belonging and acceptance, set in a rural
Australian community.

About ‘The Merger’
(taken from http://damiancallinan.com.au/television-2/the-merger-feature-film/)
'The Merger' is a funny, heart-warming movie about the Bodgy Creek ‘Roosters,’ a
failing footy club who decide to team up with some local Refugees and end up
winning more than just a game.

The township of Bodgy Creek has seen better days: the population is dwindling, jobs
are scarce & the litter has built up around the fading Tidy Town sign. The next victim
of the town’s decline is the cash strapped Aussie Rules footy club.

Barely able to field a team, the club is reeling from the news that their clubrooms
have been condemned due to asbestos contamination. A left field solution to their
woes comes in the form of former football star Troy Carrington [Damian Callinan]
Having fallen out with the community over leading protests that led to the closure of
the local timber mill, Troy is living a hermit like existence on the towns fringe.

http://damiancallinan.com.au/television-2/the-merger-feature-film/


However, he is coaxed into coaching after striking up an unlikely friendship with
young Neil [Rafferty Grierson] who is struggling with the recent loss of his father.
Teaming up with Neil's mum Angie [Kate Mulvany], who is running a nearby refugee
support centre, they conspire to recruit the new arrivals to save the team. However,
the plan is not well received by Neil’s Grandad & Club President Bull Barlow [John
Howard], who leads a concerted protest to undermine the refugee’s settlement.
For all Troy’s good intentions, his initial efforts to turn this rabble into a team seems
to be faltering. Aside from the brilliant Sayyid, [Fayssal Bazzi] the team are going
backwards & some of the players resent the newcomers. Slowly, the team begins to
gel & the refugees assimilate into the community. Bull, having formed a friendship
with his new neighbour Sayyid through shared grief, jumps on board the bandwagon
as the Roosters head towards the finals. However, as a Grand Final win emerges as
a possibility, Troy’s becomes myopic in his quest for redemption & loses sight of
what has already been achieved It takes Angie to reveal that ‘The Merger’ has
already worked.

The message of inclusivity in 'The Merger' isn’t just limited to the story on screen.
The supporting cast includes many settled refugees; director of photography Tony
Luu was born on the boat as his family fled Vietnam, and David Bridie’s film score
includes many refugee musicians, including Farhad Bandesh, a Burundi ex-child
soldier who has been a detainee on Manus Island for six years. Many refugees in
Wagga became extras in the film, including Yazidi refugee Khato Izzeldin, who went
above and beyond his role and was on set almost every day to help out where he
could. He became one of the featured players in the Bodgy Creek Roosters, and
even got a character name of his own choosing - Iraqi Kev.



Before Watching
Annotate or make notes about the film poster, exploring the conventions used and
how they shape your response to the characters and setting. Then, make some
predictions about the film's plot and themes based on the poster.

Once you’ve done this, watch the trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwxhEp-CtnI

Now, revise your predictions taking into account the trailer's content.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwxhEp-CtnI


Poster annotations might include:
● Typography: title – font is centred, large and full capitals. It is emblematic,

resembling the paint on footy ovals.
● Costuming – footy guernsey, logo is a chicken/rooster. This is the opposite of

expectation. Usually the animals are predators whereas this one is prey.
Chickens are synonymous with cowardice.

● Background: silos – identifies the rural, agricultural setting. There is the
suggestion of division as the silo breaks the image into thirds. Alternatively,
this could suggest a unity despite divisions. Additionally, silo art is indicative of
Australian culture.

● Tagline suggests outsiders must accept Australian culture in order to be
accepted.

● Body language of the people on the silos shows tension (left), romantic love
(middle) and familial love (right) while the team are seen to be excited –
hinting at probable success.

● Leading lines – the goal posts direct our attention to the characters on the
field and those on the silos above.

● and so on…

Extension activity:
Read through this extract from the one man play the film was based on -
https://apt.org.au/extract/ASC-2188
Answer the following questions.

1. What might the audience garner from the description of the setting at the
beginning of the play?

2. Analyse the dialogue in any of the voiceovers from the radio prior to Troy
physically appearing on stage.

3. Look at Troy’s monologue to the unseen players. Compare his
expression/vocabulary to the actual content of his speech. What does this tell
us about Troy?

4. What are some of the biggest questions you have in regards to the process of
turning THIS script into a feature film?

5. Is there anything you would add to your previous notes (about the poster and
trailer) now that you’ve read this?

https://apt.org.au/extract/ASC-2188


While Watching
Draw up a TEE chart to help unpack key scenes from The Merger. You’re
encouraged to have a new chart for each scene you analyse.

Scene:

Technique Example Effect

An alternative chart layout might look like this:

Scene: Viewing
Conventions:

Specific effect or
purpose:

Overall impact:



See below for an example of how these tables might be filled in. Note, neither of
these should be considered completed.

Scene: Establishing scene: Troy rides his bike into town so he can sell wine. This

is a clear introduction to character and setting.

Technique Example Effect

Sound effects - foley Bird sounds These help to establish the

Australian/rural setting.

Metafiction/metanarrative ‘Handheld’ camera effect Creates a sense that this

will be authentic/true due to

our associations of it with

documentaries, news and

found footage.

Soundtrack “Come Back Again” by

Daddy Cool

Older audiences will

recognize it as an Aussie

classic.

The lyrics/title hint at a

‘prodigal son’ type story arc.

Juxtaposition & composition Troy is dwarfed by rural

objects – truck, silos, etc.

Works to show the

restrictive, oppressive

nature of rural life.

Troy is made to appear

insignificant and alone.



Scene: Viewing
Conventions:

Specific effect or
purpose:

Overall impact:

Establishing
scene: Troy rides
his bike into town
so he can sell
wine. This is a
clear introduction
to character and
setting.

Diegetic sound effects –
foley: bird sounds.

These help to
establish the
Australian/rural
setting.

This opening
scene works to
establish the
Australian rural
setting as one
that is insular and
self-contained.

The documentary
style and other
elements suggest
that this will be
an ‘authentic’
underdog story of
an outcast
working his way
back into the
community.

Metafiction/metanarrative
through the ‘handheld’
camera effect

Creates a sense
that this will be
authentic/true due
to our
associations of it
with
documentaries,
news and found
footage.

Soundtrack: “Come Back
Again” by Daddy Cool

Older audiences
will recognize it as
an Aussie classic.

The lyrics/title hint
at a ‘prodigal son’
type story arc.

Juxtaposition &
composition as Troy is
dwarfed by rural
objects – truck, silos,
etc

Works to show the
restrictive,
oppressive nature
of rural life.

Troy is made to
appear
insignificant and
alone.

This glossary might help you identify techniques used by the filmmakers:
https://artofsmart.com.au/english-visual-techniques/

Suggested scenes to watch as integral to an understanding of the film:
● The establishing scene of Troy

riding into town.
● Sayyid’s family arrive.
● First victory aftermath.

● The first training session
● Canola bowling.
● News of Sayyid’s brother.
● Grand Final.

https://artofsmart.com.au/english-visual-techniques/


After Watching
Ask students for their first impressions and capture their responses in a brainstorm
on the board. Alternatively, do this as a group activity using butcher’s paper and
textas.

Read through the following articles on the film:
https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/chances-to-catch-damian-callinans-catalogu
e-of-work-20180801-h13f1n.html
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2018/sep/06/the-merger-review-political-twist-to-fa
miliar-tale-of-small-town-football-team
https://theconversation.com/inside-the-story-the-merger-a-sports-film-as-a-vehicle-fo
r-social-change-115702
http://www.filmblerg.com/2018/09/03/film-review-the-merger-2018/

Possible assessments
● Write a film review.
● Construct your own mini-documentary about a person or event in your local

area.
● Present a report on Australia’s current refugee policies.
● Annotate stills from the film. [see stills added later in the document]
● Create a story board for a scene you could add to the movie.

An extensive list of questions to stimulate class discussion or provide a stimulus for
writing can be found at -
https://teachwithmovies.org/discussion-questions-for-use-with-any-film-that-is-a-work
-of-fiction/

Essay questions
● Discuss how visual language has been used to comment on the attitudes or

values of rural Australia.
● Discuss how visual conventions position you to respond to an issue or idea in

The Merger.
● How do production elements in the film establish and develop the film’s ideas

and engage the audience?

https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/chances-to-catch-damian-callinans-catalogue-of-work-20180801-h13f1n.html
https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/chances-to-catch-damian-callinans-catalogue-of-work-20180801-h13f1n.html
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2018/sep/06/the-merger-review-political-twist-to-familiar-tale-of-small-town-football-team
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2018/sep/06/the-merger-review-political-twist-to-familiar-tale-of-small-town-football-team
https://theconversation.com/inside-the-story-the-merger-a-sports-film-as-a-vehicle-for-social-change-115702
https://theconversation.com/inside-the-story-the-merger-a-sports-film-as-a-vehicle-for-social-change-115702
http://www.filmblerg.com/2018/09/03/film-review-the-merger-2018/
https://teachwithmovies.org/discussion-questions-for-use-with-any-film-that-is-a-work-of-fiction/
https://teachwithmovies.org/discussion-questions-for-use-with-any-film-that-is-a-work-of-fiction/


Generic essay plan 1

Thesis: The film challenges the belief that Australians are inclusive and egalitarian
by showing the plight of refugees in their attempt to assimilate into a rural
community. Through the setting, camera work and symbolism, audiences are
positioned to feel sympathy towards the refugee characters and, as a result, to
question their own values.

Topic sentence: The opening montage conveys the idea that outsiders are not
welcome in rural Australian communities.

Topic sentence: Audience are made to feel empathy towards refugees through the
use of lighting, soundtrack and Sayyid’s monologue following the passing of his
brother.

Topic sentence: Camera shots and angles are employed following the first victory to
show the fragility of relationships between rural Australians and refugees.

Generic essay plan 2

Thesis: The Merger challenges the “go back to where you came from” mentality
employed by some Australians and, instead, positions viewers to believe that
refugees can be beneficial to the community.

Topic sentence: The film employs a metanarrative to allow viewers to see the issue
of refugees through the eyes of an innocent child.

Topic sentence: Characters and events are made relatable through the authentic
representation of Australian rural life. It is through this relatability that we are
encouraged to feel sympathy towards members of the rural community and the
refugees that have settled there.

Topic sentence: Production elements are employed following the first victory and the
grand final win in order to show the benefits of relationships between rural
Australians and refugees.



Generic essay plan 3

Thesis: The film uses aspects of Australian life to build a sense of familiarity as part
of its argument to convince its audience that refugees can assimilate into, and
enrich, a rural community.

Topic sentence: The film invites the audience to feel comfortable through relatable
characters and a focus on Australian Rules Football, a much loved sport. It is
through this sense of familiarity that we become more amenable to the plight of the
refugee characters.

Topic sentence: Bull Barlow is a stereotypical Aussie male and it is through his
character arc that we become more understanding and accepting of outsiders.
Furthermore, the representation of Carpet Burn allows audiences to see isolation
that Bull would have faced if he had remained closed-minded.

Topic sentence: The Merger goes beyond Australiana to show universal human
experiences, such as grief and loss, as a further method to evoke empathy and
acceptance from its viewers.

Refugee Activism Assignment
In the film Angie is running a Refugee Support Centre. It’s not specified if this is a
government run agency, a charitable organisation or an activist led support group.
Below is a list of agencies and support groups that operate within Australia that
either exclusively support refugees or an arm of their organisation is devoted to the
cause.

● Refugee Voices https://www.refugeevoices.org.au
● Amnesty International Australia https://www.amnesty.org.au
● Grandmothers for Refugees https://www.grandmothersforrefugees.com
● Refugee Legal https://refugeelegal.org.au
● Rural Australians for Refugees https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au
● Refugee Council of Australia https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au
● Asylum Seekers Resource Centre https://asrc.org.au

https://www.refugeevoices.org.au
https://www.amnesty.org.au
https://www.grandmothersforrefugees.com
https://refugeelegal.org.au
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au
https://asrc.org.au


● Refugee Action Collective https://rac-vic.org
● Australian Red Cross https://www.redcross.org.au
● Friends of Refugees https://friendsofrefugees.org.au

Research Tasks
1. Which of these groups are offering similar support to that being offered by

Angie and her branch of the fictional Bodgy Creek Refugee Centre? By
researching the services and support provided by the above groups, what
other services might Angie’s support group offer that would be useful to
refugees settling into their new community?

2. Select two of the above organisations and explain how they differ in the
services and support they offer to refugees and asylum seekers.

3. Watch one of the refugee stories from the Australian Refugee Council
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/stories/ Imagine if the refugee in focus
moved into your community. What practical support could you provide to help
them feel welcome and make their transition less stressful?

4. Research the country from which the refugee in focus has fled? What are the
circumstances that caused them to leave their home? How have the
circumstances in their home country changed since they fled? In your opinion,
would they be in danger if they returned?

Further Watching – about The Merger
● Cinema Australia interview with director of The Merger, Mark Grentell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNJS0SuNehQ
● The Making of The Merger

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1419860048171302
● Mark Grentell’s Tour of Merger lcoations

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=687527514937090

Further watching – about refugees
● Refugee Council - Films about Refugees in Australia in our region

https://rac-vic.org
https://www.redcross.org.au
https://friendsofrefugees.org.au
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/stories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNJS0SuNehQ
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1419860048171302
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=687527514937090


https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/films/
● Refugee Week suggested films

https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/films/
● UNHCR films to change the way you see refugees

https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/7-videos-guaranteed-to-change-the-way-you
-see-refugees/

The Merger - on social media
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/themergermovie

Instagram

www.instagram.com/themergermovie

Website

https://themergerfilm.com.au

https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/films/
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/films/
https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/7-videos-guaranteed-to-change-the-way-you-see-refugees/
https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/7-videos-guaranteed-to-change-the-way-you-see-refugees/
https://www.facebook.com/themergermovie
http://www.instagram.com/themergermovie
https://themergerfilm.com.au


The Merger – Stills


















